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Brown Bags 
Faculty Brown Bags are one-hour discussions on a variety of topics related 
to the practical side of teaching and are open to all faculty. All faculty Brown 
Bags are held in the Faculty Club, Alumni Hall. The following Brown Bag 
sessions will be held:

Thursday, Sept. 15, 12-1 p.m.
E-portfolios

Tuesday, Oct. 11, 12-1 p.m.
Advanced Moodle Usage

Tuesday, Nov. 15, 12-1 p.m.
Using arts events within curriculum and for skills

Thursday, Dec. 8, 12-1 p.m.
How to teach “deep” reading

Welcome new faculty
A number of new faculty members join the ranks this semester. If you see them, 
give them a warm Albright welcome!

Wendy Jo Bartkus, M.S., Organizational Behavior/Applied Psychology Program 
Coordinator (ADP)

Amaury Feron, Visiting Instructor of French

Christopher Graves, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Chemistry and Biochemistry

Lora J. Kasselman, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Psychology (ADP)

Wil Lindsay, M.F.A., Assistant Professor of Digital Media

Kendra Meyer, M.F.A., Assistant Professor of Fashion Design

Daniela Nigro, Visiting Instructor of Spanish

Mark Oleszek, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Political Science

Hal W. Weary, M.M., Music Business Instructor

Soup Socials
Thanks to the positive feedback we received about last semester’s Soup Socials, 
we have brought them back for a second round. In order to try to accommodate 
more schedules, two will be held at noon and two will be held at 11:30 a.m. 
Please join us in the Faculty Club for some soup, sweets, and socializing with 
your colleagues. 

Tuesday, Sept.13, Noon. - 2 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 28, 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 12, 12 p.m. - 2 p.m.

Tuesday, Oct. 25, 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 9, 12 p.m. - 2 p.m.

Tuesday, Nov. 22, 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 7, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Dear Faculty,
Welcome back to the new school year. The campus is buzzing once again 
with both new and familiar faces, adding to the bittersweet excitement that 
comes along with the passing of summer and the coming of fall. 

Many of you joined us at the faculty retreat in August to address the 
cornerstone of the Sloan grant: our study on faculty roles and responsibilities. 
Since the retreat, we’ve received positive feedback about the event itself and 
about the productivity of it. We still have mountains of data to comb through 
thanks to all your hard work, and we will revisit all of the topics throughout the 
semester in the form of Dean’s Seminars. 

Since this will likely be the last formal communication that I have with you 
prior to my departure for my own little work-life imbalance, I’d like to thank 
all of you who have been so supportive during my pregnancy. Albright truly is 
home, and you are all truly family. 

Faculty Retreat Overview
We were honored by the presence of Azar Nafisi, Ph.D., who spoke to faculty 
and administrators about the importance of the imagination in today’s world. 
Faculty members felt that her message was a fitting start to the day’s work 
and that it reinforced the philosophies behind what we instill in our students. 
If you were unable to attend Nafisi’s address, a video will be available on the 
intranet in the coming weeks. In addition, John Pankratz took some great 
photos throughout the retreat, which are available on his Zenfolio site. 

Also joining us that day was Jeffrey Osborn, Ph.D., from The College of 
New Jersey. Osborn facilitated the work sessions in the afternoon, which 
focused on the teaching, scholarship and service requirements of faculty 
work. The day was very productive and we were pleased to see such vibrant 
conversations ensue on such important topics. To all who attended:  thank 
you for making this retreat such a success!

On-Campus Dining Mini-Grant
As you may already know, Academic Affairs and the Sloan committee 
announced the inception of the on-campus dining mini-grant at the faculty 
retreat in August. During the spring of 2011, two faculty members submitted 
grant applications concerned about increasing the availability of campus food 
for faculty especially during times when you must be on campus longer than 
you normally would. So, rather than implementing two separate grants, we 
combined some of the better features of each application into one mini-grant. 
We also want to encourage you to take this chance to interact with the rest of 
the Albright community—take a student to lunch, grab a coffee with another 
faculty member, or take a brownie to your building secretary. 

If you are full-time faculty, day or ADP, you will receive $20 on your 
Albright ID for use at the campus food venues (Jake’s Place, Jake’s Java, 
Peg’s Café and the Dining Hall). Please note that the money cannot be used 
at the bookstore, but you may purchase food and beverages in any variety 
or quantity you desire. When using the funds, you must specify that you are 
using “Bonus Dollars.”  If you do not use this phrase, your transaction will not 
go through. If your bonus dollars are declined for any reason, please go to 
Student Accounts to correct the problem. The money must be spent by Dec. 
15, 2011. Any remaining funds will be returned to the Sloan grant. 

We hope that this initiative will help you to achieve more work-life 
balance by allowing you a little leeway and flexibility in your options for 
food. Bon Appétit! 
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